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(2) The beverage was a mixture 
of myrrh and wine, "given so that 
the delinquent might lose clean 
consciousness through the ensuing 
intoxication". 
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The details given in the New 
Testament accounts (Matt, xxvii) 
of the crucifixion of Jesus agree 
on the whole with the procedure 
in vogue under Roman Law. Two 
modifications are worthy of note: 

(1) In order to make him 
insensible to pain a drink (Matt, 
xxvii) was given him. This was in 
accordance with the humane 
Jewish provision (Maimonides, 

"Vad, Senb xiii, Sanb 43 a). 
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The greatest difficulty from the 
point of view of the Jewish penal 
procedure is presented by the day 
and time of the execution, accor¬ 
ding to the Gospels, Jesus died on 

Friday the eve of Sabbath. Yet 
on the day No view of the app¬ 
roach of the Sabbath (or holiday), 
execution lasting until late in the 
afternoon were almost impossible. 

(Sifre, ii-221; Sanb. 35b; Mekitte 

Go Wayakhel). 
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Bodies of delinquents were not 
buried in private graves (Sanb. 
vi. 5), While that of Jesus was bur¬ 
ied in a sepulchro belonging to 
Joseph of Arimathea. (Jewish 
Encyclopaedia vol. 4, p. 373.) 
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